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Laurier's Waterloo and Brantford campuses are located
on the shared traditional territory of the Neutral,
Anishnaabe (Anish-nah-bay) and Haudenosaunee
(Hoe-den-no-show-nee) peoples. This land is part of
the Dish with One Spoon Treaty between the
Haudenosaunee and Anishnaabe peoples and
symbolizes the agreement to share, protect our
resources and not to engage in conflict.

From the Haldimand Proclamation of Oct. 25, 1784, this
territory is described as: “six miles deep from each side
of the river (Grand River) beginning at Lake Erie and
extending in the proportion to the Head of said river,
which them and their posterity are to enjoy forever.” The
proclamation was signed by the British with their allies,
the Six Nations, after the American Revolution. Despite
being the largest reserve demographically in Canada,
those nations now reside on less than five per cent of
this original territory.
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Welcome Message 
On behalf of the Community Psychology program at
Wilfrid Laurier University, we warmly welcome you to the
Waterloo campus for the 2026 Canadian Community
Psychology Conference. Laurier has been home to the
largest English-speaking Community Psychology program
in Canada for the last 50 years. As such, this gathering
also serves as a celebration of the program’s 50-year
anniversary!

Our conference theme is “Community-Based Research
and Practice in Canada and Beyond: Hope in the Times of
Polycrisis,” which sets our intention of centering the pivotal
role of community-based work in helping us tackle some
of the worlds most pressing and intersecting issues. 

This conference also serves as a gathering and space for
connection for community-based leaders, practitioners,
research scholars, student trainees, etc. as we aim to
reinvigorate a network for interdisciplinary community-
based scholarship, practice, and work across Canada and
beyond. 

We richly thank you for attending and wish you a
wonderful conference gathering. 

Ciann L. Wilson, Associate Professor and Conference Chair.
Wilfrid Laurier University. 



In memory of Dr. Isaac
Prilleltensky

Dr. Isaac Prilleltensky, a former member of the community psychology program at
Laurier, was a Community Psychologist who was globally respected as a scholar,
educator, administrator, and champion of human dignity and well-being
(https://www.professorisaac.com/). He died on May 7, 2026 after a courageous
battle with cancer. He was 66 years old. His wife of 43 years, Ora, died four days
later of respiratory failure after enduring a physical disability resulting from
Muscular Dystrophy. They have one son, Matan, who survives them. 

Isaac was born in Cordoba, Argentina. He was 8 years old when both his parents
died in an automobile accident. At age 16, he fled Argentina, where he experienced
political repression and anti-semitism, and immigrated to Israel, where he met and
married Ora. He completed his B.A. in Bar-Ilan University in 1980 and his M.A. in Tel
Aviv University in 1983. Isaac and Ora moved to Winnipeg where Isaac learned
English, completed his Ph.D. in Personality Psychology at the University of Manitoba,
and worked at the Child Guidance Clinic of Greater Winnipeg. 

From 1991-1999, Isaac was a faculty member in the Psychology Department at
Laurier and a member of the Community Psychology program, where he
supervised many CP students. After Laurier, Isaac moved to Victoria University in
Melbourne, then Vanderbilt University in Nashville, Tennessee, and finally the
University of Miami, where he became Dean of the School of Education and Human
Development and then vice provost for Institutional Culture. 

Isaac was a prolific researcher and theorist who authored 14 books and roughly 200
peer-reviewed journal articles and book chapters. According to Google Scholar, his
works have been cited more than 20,000 times
(https://scholar.google.ca/citations?user=TlGKsNYAAAAJ&hl=en&oi=ao, May 13,
2026). His promise as a scholar was evident early on, as an article based on his
dissertation entitled “Psychology and the Status Quo” was published in the
American Psychologist in 1989. The dissertation, which received a laudatory
appraisal from his external examiner, former APA President George Albee, was
subsequently published as a book, The Morals and Politics of Psychology in 1994. He
went on to make contributions to what he introduced as Critical Psychology and to
Community Psychology, highlighting the importance of oppression, psychopolitical
validty, social justice, primary prevention, wellness promotion, and mattering. 

https://scholar.google.ca/citations?user=TlGKsNYAAAAJ&hl=en&oi=ao


In memory of Dr. Isaac
Prilleltensky

Within the field of Community Psychology, Isaac received several awards: the
Seymour Sarason award for “groundbreaking, creative, and socially relevant
work,” the award for Distinguished Contributions to Theory and Research in
Community Psychology, and the John Kalafat award for Applied Community
Psychology. From the Counseling Psychology Division of APA, he received the
Lifetime Achievement Award in Prevention. Isaac was an invited keynote
presenter at conferences in 27 different countries. 

Beginning a lengthy contribution to administration, he was the Coordinator of
the CP program at Laurier. At Peabody College at Vanderbilt University, he was
Director of Graduate Studies in Human and Organizational Development. He
was Scot Evans’ dissertation advisor and a mentor to Manuel Riemer, both of
whom became faculty members in the Laurier CP program. He was the Dean of
the School of Education and Human Development at the University of Miami,
where he served with distinction for more than a decade. During his tenure, he
launched innovative undergraduate and graduate programs, including a
pioneering Ph.D. in Community Well-being. He later served as Vice Provost for
Institutional Culture, further advancing initiatives centered on belonging, equity,
and well-being, which inspired the creation of Laurier’s Collective Wellbeing
Taskforce, co-led by Manuel. 

Isaac was a creative and charismatic Community Psychologist who worked to
promote social justice, prevention, and wellness promotion for people on the
margins of society. He had an incredible ability to connect with people and
mobilize them to work to better their communities and the lives of people in the
community. Those of us who knew him will remember him not just for his
accomplishments but for his character. Isaac was a person with exceptional
integrity who treated everyone he met as someone who mattered. He was
passionate for social justice, but he also had a great sense of humour. He was
truly one in a million, and our CP program was lucky to have him as a faculty
member for the first part of his career. 

He mattered to us and will be greatly missed.
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General Information 
How to Use this Document
This document was designed to support you throughout this three day
event. Some key features of this document: 

Table of Contents is hyperlinked. You are able to click on the title of the
page in the list and it will directly take you to that page in the document. 
Campus Map: is annotated, indicating the primary campus buildings
that will be used for this conference. On this page, an interactive map of
the campus can be accessed by scanning a QR code. A copy of the QR
code is also listed on this page which you can find below
Program at a Glance: is hyperlinked. You are able to click on the name
of the concurrent session and it will direct you to where this session is in
the Detailed Program section, providing details on the presentation
titles, presenter names and abstracts 
Daily Breakdown and Detailed Program: are both provided in this
booklet, each outlining the location and time of presentations. Each
program can be accessed separately on your device by scanning the
QR code provided on the program pages, and is also provided below on
this page. 

Interactive
Campus Map

Scan below or click here 

Daily Breakdown
schedule 

Scan below or click here

Detailed Schedule
with presenter

abstracts
Scan below or click here

Things You Need to Know Document

We have compiled a comprehensive document that outlines in detail
how to get around Wilfrid Laurier Campus and what to expect at arrival. 

This document will have been sent to all registered attendees 

https://map.concept3d.com/?id=638#!ct/6784,21459,6789,6779,6787,6781,6785,6783,13903,11451?s/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hNkuXbZh8ISTGqMELQU58OgmMsPCI0Lx2g8vtMib2wg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17vU1v2DxozF24v36QPKyKYN4xEuCMRVPLtbtK2Rmbjc/edit?usp=sharing


Wi-Fi Access
When you visit the registration desk, there will be individual wifi codes
available for you to use over the three day conference. 
The registration and information desk will be in the Science Atrium (in front
of the elevators) for the duration of the conference. 

General Information 

Registration and Information Desk 
Registration and information desk will be set up for the duration of the
conference in the Science Building foyer. This is indicated with a star on the
map. The desk will be open May 21st to May 23  from 8:00 am to 4:30 pm rd

If you have any questions, folks at the information desk will be happy to
help! Volunteers will also be present if you have any questions and will be
wearing black t-shirts. 

SAFEHawk App
The SAFEHawk official safety app of Wilfrid Laurier University. The app
features emergency contacts, crisis alerts, location services features, in-
app tip reporting, and much more! 

Lanyard and Name Tag
At registration, you will be given a lanyard with a name tag. When
attending the conference over the three days, please wear this lanyard at
all times so that organizers are aware that you have registered for the
conference. If you do misplace your lanyard please inform folks at the
Registration Desk  

Dietary Restrictions 
The catering provided at this event is based on the dietary restrictions that
attendees indicated during registration. Signage will be displayed to clearly
identify meals that meet specific needs, such as vegetarian, vegan,
gluten‑free and halal options. We kindly ask that all participants be
mindful and respectful of these accommodations. If a meal is labeled for
a particular dietary requirement, please allow those who rely on that option
to select their food first. This helps ensure that everyone has access to
items that are safe and appropriate for them.



General Information 

Quiet Spaces 
We have two designated quiet spaces, N1053 and an outdoor courtyard
located on the southern side of the building. These spaces will serve as
calm, low-stimulation areas where people can step away when needed. 

NOTE: N1053 will be available at these times during the conference: 

Thursday 8:30 am - 4:30 pm 
Friday 8:30 am - 1:00 pm 
Saturday 8:30 am - 4:30 pm 

The courtyard will be open for the entire duration of the conference.

Accessible Washrooms
Accessible washrooms are indicated on the campus maps.  There are two
accessible, stalled washrooms on the first floor of the Science Building, as
well as three accessible and universal washrooms in the (Science
Research Building) hallway connecting the Science Building and Bricker
Academic Building. 

Smoke Free Campus 
Smoking is prohibited in all buildings and grounds owned, leased or
operated by the university, including:

outdoor play areas
athletic and recreational fields
university residences and housing
vehicles or equipment rented, owned or leased by the university

To learn more about Laurier’s smoking policy follow this link: 
https://www.wlu.ca/about/governance/assets/resources/7.8-smoke-free-
policy.html 



General Information 

May 21  Lunch Spots st

The first day of the conference will have a 60 minute lunch break from 11:15
am - 12:15 pm. This lunch break will not be catered. We have provided a list
of spots that are in walking distance to campus. 

Sultans Mediterranean Grill (Nut free & Halal options)
253 King St N Unit: FC2, Waterloo, ON N2J 2Y8

Potluck Caribbean Cuisine (Nut free options)
253 King St N, Waterloo, ON N2J 2Y8

Williams Fresh Cafe (Vegetarian options)
170 University Ave W, Waterloo, ON N2L 3E9

Famoso Italian Pizzeria - Waterloo (Nut free & Vegetarian options)
15 King St S, Waterloo, ON N2J 1N9

241 Pizza (Vegan Options) 
258 King St N #1, Waterloo, ON N2J 2Y9

Second Cup Cafe 
255 King St N #1, Waterloo, ON N2J 4V2

Photography at the Conference 
A professional photographer will be present throughout the three day
conference. By registering for and attending the conference, you are
agreeing to be photographed during the event. This will help us document
the conference and share highlights with our community and partners. The
photographer will be primarily present at all first day panel sessions, as well
as the CP Evening Gala, Community Maker Market, Community Spotlights
and the World Cafe. After the event, all photos will be uploaded to a google
drive. Photos belong to the conference attendees cannot ask for photos to
be edited in a certain way

While our photographer will do their best to take photos of people who
explicitly consent, we respect that some attendees may prefer not to be
photographed at all. If you do not wish to appear in photos, please inform a
conference staff member at the registration desk and speak directly with
the photographer, Tim Campbell-Smith. A conference name tag will be
used to indicate the photographer at the conference.

Tim Campbell-Smith will be the photographer for this event
Instagram: @timcampbellsms
Website: https://www.timcampbellsmith.ca/photography-work 



Session Room Protocols 
Timing: To ensure a smooth flow of the program, we kindly ask that
attendees arrive at their session a few minutes early. 
Cell Phones and other devices: To maintain a respectful environment,
we ask that attendees please silence all cell phones, tablets and other
electronic devices during sessions. Please step outside of the room if a
call must be taken. 
Scent-free: In consideration of attendees with allergies or senstivities,
this conference is a scent-free event. We ask that attendees refrain
from wearing perfumes, colognes or other strongly scented products. 
Closed Captioning: will NOT be available in room’s N1042 and N1059.
Closed captioning will be available in all other presentation rooms. 
ENG/FR Translations: French translation will be available for select
conference sessions through Zoom AI-translated closed captioning.
Conference attendees who would like to access French translation can
join the Zoom meeting for the session using their personal device (i.e..,
laptop, tablet, or smartphone). Volunteers will be available to assist
conference attendees with setup if needed.

Once you have joined the Zoom meeting, please follow the steps
below:

Turn on closed captions
Select “More”
Select “Show Captions”
Turn on translated closed captions
Select the up arrow beside “Hide Captions”
Select “Caption Language”
Select “French (Canada)”
Select “Save”
French-translated captions will then appear on your personal
device screen throughout the session.

Hybrid Option: Thursday May 21  st

We will be providing an online option for the first day keynote panels over
Zoom (50 Years in Review, Alumni Panel, Townhall). To join the online call
please use the link below: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4233814794 

This option is available for the May 21  sessions ONLY. All other sessions will
be in-person attendance only. 

st

General Information 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4233814794
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4233814794
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This document chronicles the rich history of the
Community Psychology (CP) program at Wilfrid Laurier
University in Waterloo, Ontario, Canada, over the last 50
years. Drawing from an interview by Geoff Nelson and
Mark Pancer with founding faculty member Ed Bennett
and other historical sources, this document includes
early and more recent developments, profiles of faculty
members over the years, and key program features and
their historical roots. 

Click the link or scan the QR code below to access the
document! 

https://researchcentres.wlu.ca/ccrla/assets/docume
nts/2026-cp50-history.pdf

The CP50 History
Document

Want to learn more about Community
Psychology at Laurier?

https://researchcentres.wlu.ca/ccrla/assets/documents/2026-cp50-history.pdf
https://researchcentres.wlu.ca/ccrla/assets/documents/2026-cp50-history.pdf


Community Psychology
Network

We’re in the process of creating a national contact network called
the CP Network to reconnect the community psychology
community across Canada and beyond. The intention of the CP
Network is to create a space for sharing opportunities, resources,
and connections among institutions, student groups, faculty,
practitioners, and community members affiliated with the field. 

While the CP Network is grounded in a Canadian context, it’s an
open space and anyone with an interest in community
psychology is welcome to join, both nationally and internationally.
This is important, given the transnational nature of the issues
we’re facing across the globe, which community psychologists
are well-positioned to help contend with. 

If you’d like to join the CP Network and
receive updates as it launches, please
scan the QR code below and complete a
short survey to indicate your interest and
communication preferences: 



Call for Papers
American Journal of Community

Psychology Special Issue
The American Journal of Community Psychology invites submissions for a special
issue: Hope in Times of Intersecting Crises: Community-Based Research and Practice
in Complex Contexts.

This special issue is focused on the landscape of community psychology in the
contemporary moment, as well as acknowledging 50 years of these conversations in
Canada and beyond, hence the theme of this proposed special issue is Hope in
Times of Intersecting Crises: Community-based research and practice in complex
contexts and Hope in the time of polycrises. The proposed special issue will critically
explore how the lived experiences of communities experiencing structural oppression
and marginalization are embedded within this context as these crises
disproportionately impact marginalized groups who are already experiencing
various forms of systemic disenfranchisement, and how communities are
increasingly engaged in forms of advocacy and activism to build broad public
support for transformative system change.

This call for papers seeks scholarship and practice that highlights how communities,
especially those facing marginalization and structural oppression, cultivate hope,
resilience, and collective action in response to complex and overlapping crises.
Submissions that are original quantitative, qualitative, and mixed methods research
are welcome. This may include theoretical papers; empirical reviews; reports of
innovative community programs or policies; and first-person accounts of
stakeholders involved in research, programs, or policy, with a focus on
underrepresented populations and issues of human diversity, social welfare, social
justice, and human rights. 

Journal special issue completion is estimated to be in 
December 2027 

FOR A DETAILED
TIMELINE AND MORE,

SCAN THIS QR CODE! 



Program at a Glance 

Thursday, May
21  2026st

Friday, May 22
2026

nd Saturday, May
23  2026rd

8:30 am - 4:00
pm Registration 8:00 am - 9:00

am 
Registration/
Refreshments

8:00 am - 9:00
am 

Refreshments
and Opening

9:00 am - 11:15
am 

Opening
Remarks

Opening Keynote
Panel: 50 Years
of CP in Canada
A Half Century in

Review 

9:00 - 10:15 am Concurrent
Session 1

9:00 am - 10:15
am 

Concurrent
Session 5

11:15 am -
12:15 pm

Lunch 
(not catered) 

10:30 am - 11:45
am 

Concurrent
Session 2 

10:30 am -
11:45 am

Concurrent
Session 6

12:15 pm - 1:30
pm

Alumni Panel
Discussion: CP
Practice in the

Field

11:45 am - 12:45
pm Lunch 11:45 am -

12:45 pm Lunch

1:30 pm - 3:00
pm

Town Hall:
Collective

Reflection I

12:45 pm - 1:15
pm Poster Session A 12:45 pm - 1:15

pm Poster Session B

5:30 pm -
10:00 pm Evening Gala

1:15 pm - 2:30
pm

Concurrent
Session 3

1:15 pm - 2:30
pm

Concurrent
Session 7

2:45 pm - 4:00
pm

Concurrent
Session 4

2:45 pm - 4:00
pm

World Cafe:
Collective

Reflection II

4:00 pm - 5:00
pm

Community
Spotlights

4:00 pm - 5:00
pm ICCP Information

** click on concurrent session for
presentation abstracts and titles



Daily Program Breakdown 
Scan or click here for a
copy of the Daily
Breakdown schedule 

NOTE: The following sessions on Day 1, May 21  will be
recorded: 50 Years in Review, Alumni Panel and Town Hall:
Collective Reflection I 

st

t

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hNkuXbZh8ISTGqMELQU58OgmMsPCI0Lx2g8vtMib2wg/edit?usp=sharing


Daily Program Breakdown 







50 Years of CP in Canada:
A Half Century in Review 
This keynote panel discussion will centre the perspectives of scholars who
have played a foundational role in establishing the field of Community
Psychology in Canada. Panelists will reflect on key milestones and lessons
learned throughout their career. By revisiting the field’s history, the
conversation will help situate where we are today, as we explore pathways
for growth in community-based practice, advocacy and research in these
times of polycrisis.

When: Thursday May 21  , approximately 10:00 am - 11:15 am EST st

Where: Science Building, N1001 
Moderator: Dr. Konrad Czechowski

Featured Panelists: 
Dr. Francine Lavoie, Dr. Geoff Nelson, Dr. Ed Bennett, Dr. Ed Pomeroy 

Moderator 
Dr. Konrad Czechowski
Konrad is a senior researcher at the Centre for Research on
 Educational and Community Services and a clinical 
faculty member in the Psychology department at the
 University of Ottawa. His work focuses on community
-based research and program evaluation, with an 
emphasis on equity, inclusion, and capacity building. 
His research centers on the inclusion of trans and 
gender-diverse identities in research, sexual consent,
 communication and rejection, program development and evaluation, and
issues related to homelessness and survival sex. He works closely with local
community partners in Ottawa to ensure that research and evaluation are
ethical, participatory, and responsive to real-world needs. Over the past
decade, Konrad has partnered with community-based organizations in the
Ottawa area on research and evaluation to develop and evaluate social
service programs.



Panel Speakers
50 Years of CP in Canada: A Half
Century in Review 

Francine Lavoie is an internationally recognized expert in violence 
prevention, and one of the founding community psychology
 faculty in Canada. She was the first woman to join the faculty of 
the School of Psychology in 1979 and the first researcher in Quebec 
to examine violence prevention in relationships among young people.
 Professor Lavoie was appointed a Fellow by both the American Psychological
Association and the Society for Community Research and Action in recognition of the
quality of her scientific work. Throughout her career, she supported the development
of two widely recognized violence prevention programs, ViRAJ and PASSAJ. Both
programs have been implemented in Quebec, Ontario, Belgium, France and Peru and
continue to be a model for effective violence prevention interventions. ViRAJ was
nominated one of the ten best illustrations of impact of social science research in
Quebec (Fonds de recherche du Québec, 2013). Among her contributions, she co-
conducted the first survey on sexual and physical violence among the Inuit of
Nunavik.

Dr. Francine Lavoie

Dr. Ed Pomeroy 
Ed Pomeroy is an early founder of Community Psychology in Canada. He received his
PhD in Clinical Psychology from the University of Colorado, Boulder in 1968. He taught
for two years at Laurentian University in Sudbury and came to Brock University in 1970
teaching clinical and community focused courses  until he retired in 2005. From 1996
to 2001, Dr. Pomeroy served as the Editor of the Canadian Journal of Community
Mental Health. His community service in the field of community mental health and
community psychology has also been extensive including service on the national
board of the Canadian Mental Health Association (CMHA and involvement in a series
of endeavours characterised as “Building a Framework for Support”, a community
focused approach to mental health policy.  Dr. Pomeroy was recognized for his
significant volunteerism by CMHA and also the Canadian Psychology Association
(CPA). In 2001 he was the recipient of the CPA's award for "Distinguished Contributions
to Public or Community Service". 



Panel Speakers
50 Years of CP in Canada: A Half
Century in Review 

Dr. Geoff Nelson 
Geoff Nelson’s research has focused on community mental 
health programs for adults with serious mental illness and 
primary prevention programs for young children and 
families. His positive contributions have shaped both
 the field of community psychology and the wellbeing
 of communities across Canada. He has served as the
 Senior Editor of the Canadian Journal of Community
 Mental Health and Chair of the Community Psychology 
Section of the Canadian Psychological Association. As 
well, he was a member of the research teams for 
“Better Beginnings, Better Futures,” a primary prevention 
program for children, and “At Home / Chez Soi,” a longitudinal study of Housing First
for people experiencing homelessness and mental illness in five Canadan studies.
His contributions have been recognized by numerous awards including the Harry
McNeill Award for Innovation in Community Mental Health from the American
Psychological Foundation and the Society for Community Research and Action. In
2013, he received the award for Distinguished Contributions to Community
Psychology Theory and Research from the Society for Community Research and
Action. From 2004-05, he was Laurier University Research Professor, and in 2016, he
received the first Laurier Award for Service Excellence and Community Engagement.
According to Fortin-Pellerin et al. (2007), he was the most published author in the
Canadian Journal of Community Mental Health, as of 2007, and, according to
Ruesnik and Jason (2023), Journal of Community Psychology, he ranks 8th in the all-
time number of publications in the two major U.S. community psychology journals:
the American Journal of Community Psychology and the Journal of Community
Psychology. 



Ed Bennett is a contributing author to one of the first books 
on community psychology in 1966, Psychology in
 Community Settings: Clinical, Educational, Vocational,
 Social Aspects, initiated the first community
 psychology courses and field placement experiences 
at WLU in 1971, and the community psychology MA 
program in 1976. He served as the program’s director for
 many years. In his 34 years at WLU, he played a leadership
 role in advocating for many community-based prevention
 and health promotion policy initiatives and in taking action
- research and development initiatives, including the creation of 17 settings, (all but
two alive and well in 2026) . He served as Chair, Canadian Psychological Association,
Public Policy Committee, 1973-1976; Chair, Canadian Mental Health Association (CMHA),
Waterloo Region, 1974-1976; and Chair of the CMHA Ontario Division 1976-1978; Member,
Mental Health Advisory Committee, Health and Welfare Canada, 1974-1976; Trustee,
Ontario Mental Health Foundation, 1978-1984; and Trustee, Clarke Institute of Psychiatry,
1980-1982. During the 1980s, Ed served as the co-founder (1981) and co-editor (1981-
1990) of the Canadian Journal of Community Mental Health (CJCMH); and edited three
scholarly books including, Social Intervention Theory and Practice (1987). In 1989, with
MA student Mary Sehl and others, he co-founded Sand Hills Co-operative Homes Inc., a
6.5 million dollar housing project for newcomers to Canada. During the 90s until his
retirement from WLU in 2005, and beyond, he served as the founder of several CBED
initiatives, including the purchase and revitalization of two century-old industrial plants.
Almost all of this work has been done in collaboration with the Old Order Amish of
Ontario. One can obtain a flavour of this work in: Emancipatory Responses to
Oppression: The Template of Land-Use Planning and the Old Order Amish of Ontario,
American Journal of Community Psychology, Vol 31, Nos.1/2,March 2003. Ed retired in
June, 2005, and was awarded Professor Emeritus status at WLU, July 1, 2005.

Panel Speakers
50 Years of CP in Canada: A Half
Century in Review 

Dr. Ed Bennett



Alumni Panel: CP Practice
in the Field
Alumni from CP programs across Canada will come together to reflect on
their training, career paths and the impact of CP across a range of fields.
Panelists will explore how CP training can better prepare future practitioners
for emerging challenges they are seeing within their respective field. 

When: Thursday May 21  , 12:15 pm - 1:30 pm EST st

Where: Science Building, N1001 

Featured Panelists: 
Dr. Darren Thomas, Wilfrid Laurier University
Devon Fernandes, Wilfrid Laurier University 
Nora Whitfield, Wilfrid Laurier University 
Dr. Nick Kerman, University of Ottawa
Dr. Maryann Roebuck, University of Ottawa 

Moderator 
Dr. Scott Neufeld 

Dr. Scott Neufeld is an Assistant Professor of
 Community Psychology at Brock University and
 works with students and colleagues in the 
Community Action Research and Ethics (CARE)
Collective on research, organizing and knowledge
 mobilization. Originally from the west coast, he
 completed his PhD in the Social Psychology of 
Substance Use Stigma at Simon Fraser University 
in 2023. Since moving to the Niagara region of Ontario in 
2021 he has been privileged to continue to learn, research, and teach on
qualitative research methods, community-based research, and ways of
better understanding and addressing stigma, discrimination and exclusion
facing people who use drugs and people who experience homelessness. This
work is often in collaboration with people who have lived and living experience
of substance use, homelessness and mental health. In 2024 he helped to co-
found the Niagara Advocates with Lived and Living Experience (NALE) and
currently serves as its co-chair University, Department of Psychology, CARE
Collective



The WLUAA is dedicated to its mission of providing leadership and value to the
university community, alumni and future alumni. Through events, mentorship,
volunteer opportunities and ongoing collaboration with university partners,
the Association aims to build a supportive network that extends beyond
graduation.  

Wilfrid Laurier Alumni Association (WLUAA)

Dr. Darren Thomas is Bear Clan and a member of the Seneca Nation 
who resides at the Grand River Territory of the Haudenosaunee. 
Darren graduated his MA 2013, his PhD 2020 in the community 
psychology program and currently serves as the Associate Vice
-President of Indigenous Initiatives and is also an Associate 
Professor in the Indigenous Studies Program at Wilfrid Laurier
 University. Darren’s research interests are: Indigenous thought
 and philosophy, Indigenous community development, strengthening and improving
Indigenous health and well-being, Indigenous law, and Indigenous rights and
resource governance.

Dr. Darren Thomas 
VP: Indigenous Initiatives; Associate professor:
Indigenous Studies Laurier University

Panel Speakers
Alumni Keynote: CP Practice 
in the Field

Dr. Maryann Roebuck

Dr. Maryann Roebuck completed her PhD in Experimental Psychology (Community) at the
University of Ottawa. She is currently the Director of Research and Housing at the Ottawa

Branch of the Canadian Mental Health Association, a community-based mental health and
Housing First organization. She is a mixed methods researcher with expertise in program

evaluation, community mental health intervention research, and leveraging data to inform
frontline decision-making. When she's not at CMHA Ottawa she teaches at the University of

Ottawa and supervises learners in community contexts, conducts virtual Housing First fidelity
assessments, and supports other mental health and housing agencies to meet their research

and evaluation needs. In a past career she worked as a social policy analyst with the
Government of Canada. 

Canadian Mental Health Association, Ottawa Branch AND School of Centre for
Research on Educational and Community Services (CRECS), University of Ottawa



Panel Speakers 
Vice President, Federation Excellence and Community Impact,
Canadian Mental Health Association, National Office

Alumni Keynote: CP Practice in the Field

Norah Whitfield has extensive experiences practicing CP in the non-profit sector at the
national and local level. These include her roles as Vice President Federation Federation
Excellence and Community Impact at the Canadian Mental Health Association, Vice President
of Network Development and Member Services at Big Brothers Big Sisters Canada, Principle
Research and Evaluation Consultant for Taylor Newberry Consulting, and founding
Coordinator of the Community Research Ethics Office based in Waterloo Ontario. Her
experience spans applied community-based research, as well as program and systems
design and evaluation at the national, provincial, and municipal levels. She has worked across
the charitable sector with national non-profits, health and social service organizations,
corporate partners, and granting foundations. Through both focused, community-level
initiatives and large-scale national projects, Norah brings a clear understanding of current
challenges and emerging opportunities. She is known for strengthening the capacity of
community organizations, supporting a high-quality charitable sector that operates with
integrity, accountability, and long-term sustainability.

Norah Whitfield

Dr. Nick Kerman 

Nick Kerman (He/Him) is a Psychologist registered in Ontario and
completed his PhD in Clinical Psychology at the University of Ottawa. He

currently works as a researcher affiliated with two Toronto academic
hospitals where he specializes in mixed-methods research focused on

homelessness, housing interventions, and community mental health and
substance use services. As a clinician, Nick works with individuals

experiencing substance use and concurrent disorders, emotional
dysregulation, and occupational and relational difficulties. He also has

experience working as a program evaluator, focusing primarily on
supportive housing and community mental health services. 

University Health Network ‘s Gattuso Centre for Social Medicine;
Centre for Addiction and Mental Health; Fairmarc Psychology Centre 

Devon Fernandes 

Devon Fernandes (he/him) completed his Master’s in Community Psychology at Wilfrid
Laurier University and now integrates sustainability into operations and insurance products
at Definity Financial Corporation. Devon previously founded the KW Library of Things – a
space where community members can borrow infrequently used items, like camping
gear, instead of buying it new and also provides inclusive employment opportunities.

Sr. Sustainability Integration Manager at Definity Financial Corporation; Founder, KW
Library of Things 



Town Hall
Collective Reflection I: Reinvigorating A Canadian CP Network
Town Hall

Emily Escoffery 

Dr. Ann Marie Beals 
Ann Marie Beals (nek’m/they/them) is a Two-Spirit Afro-Indigenous
L’nu’k scholar, educator, and community organizer from Mi’kma’ki,
the ancestral and unceded territory of the Mi’kmaq People. They
are an Assistant Professor at Wilfrid Laurier University, located on
the traditional territories of the, Anishinaabe, Haudenosaunee and
Neutral Peoples. 
Ann Marie is the founder of Wele'g Dwennimmen, an academic and community-
based institute dedicated to Afro-Indigenous, Black, and Indigenous ways of being
and knowing, with an emphasis on health and wellbeing. Their scholarship and
community work centre Indigenous Afrikan and Indigenous Turtle Island
knowledges, survivance, and relational governance. They emphasize care for our
Earth Mother, intergenerational responsibility, and the ways Black and Indigenous
communities sustain cultural continuity while resisting colonial erasure. Through
storytelling, land-based learning, and community collaboration, Ann Marie
advances liberatory futures rooted in solidarity, self-determination, and collective
wellbeing.

Throughout the conference, we will have
collective reflections to speak to the role
of community psychology as a field.
during the time of polycrisis. 

When: Thursday May 21  , 1:30 pm -
2:45 pm EST

st

Where: Science Building, N1001 

Emily Escoffery (she/her) is a second year masters student in the
Community Psychology program at Wilfrid Laurier University. In
partnership with the Social Development Centre, her current research
focuses on climate resilience and the critical role of lived expertise and
grassroots mobilizing in climate conversations. She has done past work in
program evaluation and development with the PEI Adult ADHD Clinic and
the Measurement4Change Pilot Evaluation Program. A particular project
that drew her to community-based practice and learning was through
her lead role in opening the Dorchester Community Fridge at Moving
Forward Co-Operative in New Brunswick. Through her work, relationships
and lived experience, she continues to recognize the importance of
collective care networks and capacity building in addressing complex
interconnected social issues.  She will be continuing on into her PhD in
Community Psychology at Laurier in Fall 2026. 



Community Makers Market 
When: Thursday, May 21  2026, 3:00 pm - 4:30 pm st

Where:  Science Atrium 

We are excited to be hosting a Community Makers Market
to close out our first day of our conference. This market will
feature local vendors frrom across the KW Region. 

If you are interested in support our local vendors, we
strongly encourage you to bring cash to purchase items. 

We hope to see you there!

PLEASE BRING CASH 



Time Activity 

5:30 pm - 6:00 pm Arrival, Registration, and Mixer 

6:00 pm - 6:15 pm KW Sentro Choir Performance

6:15 pm - 6:30 pm Opening and Welcome

6:30 pm - 7:30 pm Dinner

7:30 pm - 10:00 pm DJ Ketan and Dance Floor

CP Evening Gala 
When: Thursday, May 21  2026, 5:30 pm - 10:00 pm st

Where:  3  Floor Turret, Fred Nichols Campus Centre rd

Attire: Semi-formal, though guests are warmly invited to attend in whatever style feels right
for them.

The CP Evening Gala is a celebratory event marking the closing of our first day with food,
music and dancing! This formal evening will open with a special welcome performance by
KW Sentro. 

The Gala is being held in the Turret, located on the 3rd floor of the Fred Nichols Campus
Centre. You can find an elevator on the left, when you enter the building.
There will be a registration desk/check-in table before you enter the Turret. When you check
in at this table, you will be provided with your drink and meal ticket for the night. Please note
that everyone will receive 1-2 free drink tickets here. After that, you may purchase
additional beverages from the card/interact only bar (i.e. no cash).

The schedule for the CP Evening Gala is listed below. Doors will open at 5:30 pm. 



Ketan is a long-time record collector and selector who believes in
the strong connection between music and wellbeing. On the side,
he teaches in the Department of Health Sciences and leads the
Health Equity Systems Interventions lab at Wilfrid Laurier University.

CP Evening Gala 
When: Thursday, May 21  2026, 5:30 pm - 10:00 pm st

Where: Fred Nichols Campus Centre, Turret 

KW Sentro 

KW Sentro, also known as the Kitchener-Waterloo Centre for Filipino
Canadian Music, Language, and Culture, is a charitable, non-profit
organization located in Kitchener-Waterloo, Ontario. For the last 3
years, KW Sentro’s choirs have performed extensively throughout
the Waterloo Region and beyond and have written, staged, and
produced originally composed “Sarswela”, a form of Spanish
theatre that found popularity in the Philippines in the early 1900s.
Our kids and adults engage with music education in a way that
allows each chorister to connect with their Filipino identity,
developing a lived, critical, and embodied practice of healing and
critical consciousness raising. 

To learn more about us and our mission, please visit our website at
www.kwsentro.com. 

Dr. Ketan Shankardass

http://www.kwsentro.com/


As part of the CP50 Celebration and the 2026 Canadian Community Psychology Conference,
we’re honoured to partner with 3 local community organizations for our conference
Community Spotlight that have all had long-standing relationships wit the CP program: 

O:se Kenhionhata:tie - Land Back Camp
Social Development Centre Waterloo Region 
Centre for Community Based Research 

On the second day of our conference (May 22 ) at 3:30 pm, leaders of these local
organizations will be at tables in the Science Atrium and they will be present to speak to their
ongoing work. Through these conversations, attendees will have the opportunity to gain a
depeer understanding of the ongoing advocacy work and forms of community-based care
across the region. 

nd

Community Spotlight
Where: Science Atrium  

When: Friday, May 22  , 4:00 pm - 5:00 pm  nd

O:se Kenhionhata:tie Land
Back Camp

Willow River Centre, otherwise known as Land Back Camp is an Indigiqueer, Two Spirit, trans
and non-binary space for urban Indigenous youth and settler LGBTQ+ allies. They provide
access to resources, Two Spirit teachings and programming, and local advocacy for 2SLGBTQ+
issues and Indigenous sovereignty for the FNMI queer community. They work closely with Black
and Racialized communities as liberation is bound together. They work closely with grassroots
organizations in Waterloo Region to call for Land Back. They are celebrating nearly 3 years at
Willow River Centre, the first and only 2S Indigiqueer led organization in Waterloo Region

Website: www.landbackcamp.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/osekenhionhatatie

Instagram: @ose.kenhionhatatie
Email: ose.kenhionhatatie@gmail.com



Social Development
Centre Waterloo Region

Website: https://www.waterlooregion.org/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/sdcwr

Instagram: @sdc.wr
Email: sdcwr@waterlooregion.org

Centre for Community Based
Research 

Established in 1982 by a group of academics and social advocates, John Lord, Peggy
Hutchinson, and Harvey Savage the Centre for Community Based Research (CCBR) is a non-
profit organization that does community-based research, program evaluation, community
mobilization, and training. It is located on the University of Waterloo campus, and has sourced
funding for and executed over 450 projects on a range of societal issues in collaboration with
diverse equity-seeking groups. These projects include either conducting community-based
research (e.g., evaluation, needs assessment, policy research), or promoting community-
based research (e.g., capacity-building for non-profits, institutions, government, and
students).

CCBR is committed to social justice and to building communities that are responsive and
supportive, especially for people with limited access to power and opportunity.  It conducts
and promotes research, training and evaluation that is community-driven, participatory, and
action-oriented. These principles guide us throughout all stages of our projects, including
proposal development and grant writing.

Website: https://www.communitybasedresearch.ca
Email: general@communitybasedresearch.ca

The SDC is a non-partisan learning organization that supports the creation of community-
wide solutions, ensuring that lived experience is the basis for collective action towards change
in policies and service delivery. Their vision is fair and equitable access to social, economic,
and political life for everyone in Waterloo Region. Over the years, the SDC has incubated
countless community projects, grassroots groups, and other non-profits. Today, their primary
pillars are Housing & Homelessness, Grassroots Infrastructure, and Lived Expertise. Their
service programs include Civic Hub Waterloo Region, Eviction Prevention Peer Support, Festival
of Neighbourhoods, and their Lived Expertise Program (which partners with the Region of
Waterloo on the Plan to End Chronic Homelessness)



World Cafe
Collective Reflection II: Reinvigorating A Canadian CP Network
World Cafe
When: Saturday, May 23   , 2:45 pm - 4:00 pm ESTrd

The World Cafe will bring conference attendees together to reflect on what they have
learned throughout the conference, using this closing reflection space to think
collectively about what meaningful action looks like in the midst of the polycrisis. We
invite attendees to collectively explore what our responsibilities are as researchers,
practitioners, community members and to imagine how we can collaborate in our
networks to carry this momentum forward and sustainably support one another as we
part ways. 

We will be exploring the following questions together: 
Beyond a formalized CP network, how else might we restore a sense of community
connectedness in the midst of societal/political polarization, and establish belonging
among people who are social justice-minded? 
How do we cultivate space to support community based research and work?
What are the ways we can better cultivate space for systemically marginalized
people in our communities, institutions, and networks, such as Black, Indigenous, and
racialized folks, 2SLGBTQ+ folks, disabled folks, etc.? How do we nest this work in
ethical engagement and epistemic justice?
What is the role of community-based research practice and community
partnerships in the future we want to build in Canada and beyond?
How do we build a CP network of practitioners, researchers, students etc. in Canada
and beyond? What does it look like? How do we stay connected? Is this institutionally
or systemically bound? How could this network be used to best support your work?

Where: Science Building, Atrium

Dr. Leo Wilton 
Leo Wilton, Ph.D., is a Professor in the Department of Human

Development at the State University of New York at Binghamton, USA.
His research engages the complexities of how socio-structural and

cultural contexts influence people's development and well-being within
African and African diaspora communities, with specific implications

for developing culturally-informed systems of care. In this context, the
overall objective of his scholarly research program, incorporating an

implementation science framework, has been to examine socio-
structural and cultural factors that provide the basis for the

development of multi-level, evidence-based, culturally congruent
prevention and care interventions in Black communities.

Moderators



Dr. Geraldine (Geri) L. Palmer is a community psychologist-activist,
educator, and writer whose work advances African American
community wellness, resilience, and health equity through culturally
grounded and decolonial frameworks.  She is an Assistant Professor at
Adler University and co-founder of the Community Wellness Institute.
She earned her PhD in Community Psychology from National Louis
University. Dr. Palmer is co-editor of an open-access textbook, Case
Studies in Community Psychology Practice: A Global Lens, and has
authored and co-authored chapters in three other books, numerous
articles in peer-reviewed journals, trade publicaitons, blogs and has
been featured on two podcasts. Her honors and awards include a
2026 Society for Community Research and Action (SCRA) Fellowship
and the 2024 Distinguished Contribution to Practice in Community
Psychology Award from SCRA.

Dr. Geraldine Palmer

Dr. Rich Janzen
Rich Janzen is Executive Director of the Centre for Community Based
Research, a non-profit organization located on the University of
Waterloo campus. He sees research as a tool for social innovation and
change - to collaboratively find ways so that people with limited
access to power and opportunity can live equitably within community. 
Rich has an academic background in community psychology and religious studies.
He is an Adjunct Associate Professor at Conrad Grebel University College at the
University of Waterloo. He is also part-time Associate Field Education Professor at the
Faculty of Social Work, Wilfrid Laurier University. Rich has been involved in many (over
150) community-based research and knowledge mobilization projects. These
projects have focused on a range of issues including immigrants and refugee
newcomers, community mental health, disabilities, peace and conflict, family
support, and faith and justice. This breadth of work has involved multi-partner
research initiatives, program and systems change evaluation, and needs assessment
with direct policy impact. He is author of over 45 academic publications, over 185
technical research reports, and presenter at over 80 conferences.

World Cafe
Collective Reflection II: Reinvigorating A Canadian CP Network
World Cafe



Detailed Program
Schedule

Scan the QR code or
click here for a copy
of the detailed
schedule with
presenter abstracts

https://docs.google.com/document/d/17vU1v2DxozF24v36QPKyKYN4xEuCMRVPLtbtK2Rmbjc/edit?usp=sharing
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